6           THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
The chances of reform in the educational system
of the country were small so long as the spirit of
the administration remained what it was ; but,
when Prussian militarism was overthrown, the
way was cleared not only for political but educa-
tional reconstruction. In 1919, the question of
educational reform engaged the special attention
of the framers of the Weimar Constitution, who
felt that, if democracy was to endure, it was
necessary that the very spirit of the educational
institutions should be altered. So great was the
importance attached by them to the need for re-
organising the educational system of the country,
that they inserted ten articles in the Federal
Constitution outlining the new educational policy.
The whole aim of education was changed. " It
was laid down in the Federal Constitution that 'in
every school, the educational aims must be moral
training, public spirit, personal and vocational fit-
ness, and, above all, the cultivation of German
national character and of the spirit of international
reconciliation'. This enactment has had impor-
tant and definite results. In the first place, it has
given the schools a much larger measure of free-
dom as regards' internal organisation and discipli-
nary rules than they had ever enjoyed before.
Each State, no doubt, still prescribes the courses
of study, but they are much more elastic than
before, and, in framing them, the authorities con-
cerned pay due regard to the personality of the
teacher, 'Suggestions (Richtlinien) for Courses
of Study in Schools' have now taken the place of